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GENDER AND POLITICS:
 NARRATIVES FROM THE NORTH-EAST

Gender is acknowledged as a discriminated entity in political discourse from the beginning of civilizational history. Early efforts
to reform modes of governance brought in Universal suffrage but for decades, it remained only universal manhood suffrage.
Women had to struggle even to get the right to vote. It was only after the feminist movements gained momentum that gradually
women started getting the right to vote in the 19th century. New Zealand was the first country to allow women to vote in the
year 1893. United States claiming to be the World leader in granting liberal rights gave women the right to vote only in 1920.

India emerging out of the colonial rule in 1947 made
universal suffrage a constitutional right in 1950 for every
citizen of India. But having the right to vote did not ensure
women’s equal participation in all forms of political activity
and decision making. In a report published by the UN on 1st
September 2021, it was brought to the fore that only 25
percentage of “all national parliamentarians” across the
World are women. Given this evident lack of political
representation, UN Predicts that gender parity in national
legislations may not be possible before 2063. As of now
there are only four countries in the world having more than
50% women in their constituent assemblies. 

Some of the names of these countries may surprise
politically ignorant among us as these include Rwanda
(61%); Cuba (53%); Bolivia (53%); United Arab Emirates
(50%). India must walk many miles to achieve gender parity
in political participation. Women’s participation has
marginally gone up in the 17th Lok Sabha to 78 which is
dismal 14% only. Women’s participation in state assemblies
is ironically only 9%. Perception argues that higher human
development Index will encourage women to play greater
role in decision making bodies.

9th-14th August, 2023 



 But statistical evaluation of empirical data shows that is not the case. Another alternative is to give women reservations in local
bodies and political parties. In 1992, with the promulgation of article 73 and 74, women were given 33% reservation in elected
local Panchayats. Some progressive states have taken this to 50%. There were teething issues in the beginning but gradually
women’s proactive participation in local bodies is becoming visible. Even after decades, we have failed to grant women
reservations in state assemblies and in the Parliament. But what worries students of gender studies is absence of women in
active politics from states with high literacy and active participation in economic activities. 
Cultural practises and autonomous administrative councils have impacted near absence of women in electoral politics in
particular for the states in the North-east. In the 2nd Gender dialogue on Gender and politics: Narratives from the North-East,
scholars, academics and activist were invited to present insider’s perspective on this anomaly under the stewardship of Prof.
Anungla Aier, former Director of Higher Education, Govt. of Nagaland. These dialogues encourage cross-cultural
communication and are a platform for generating awareness of human fundamental rights and need for addressing these
adversities.

FROM EDITOR’S DESK:

PIC-1: WOMEN DISPLAYING SIGN OF HAVING VOTED
PIC- 2: PROTEST MARCH FOR REMOVAL OF AFSPA
PIC-3: WOMEN WAITING TO VOTE IN MEGHALAYA.
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Hoping to make history in Nagaland are
four women candidates.

In  14 Assembly e lect ions  the state  has  seen,  a  woman has never won.
These four ,  a l l  formidable  candidates ,  are seeking to  change that !

Wri t ten by 
Sukri ta  Baruah |  Dimapur ,  Kohima 

 Updated:  February 19 ,  2023,  06:56 IST.

Just 2 women MPs, no MLAs since 1963: Why
women’s representation in Nagaland continues

to lag (The print, 30th March 2022).

Hekani Jakhalu speaks with voters in Dimapur-III
constituency. (NDPP)

https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/sukrita-baruah/
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Northeast  India  sends 3  women to  Lok
Sabha,  one more than 2014.
Northeast  India ,  compris ing e ight  s tates ,  i s  sending three women to  the
Lok Sabha --  one more than the 2014 general  e lect ion .  ( India  Today,
25th May 2019)

Women as  unwit t ing
supporters  of  patr iarchy 
(Editor, Shillong Times, 26th
April,2022)

 

Referendum cal l  by KHADC on
vot ing Rights  of  Khasi  Women 
(Toki Blah, 18th April, 2022)

Elect ion 2023:  Is  Nagaland ready to
elect  i ts  f i rst  woman MLA?
Whi le  the state  has  never had a  female
member of  the Legis lat ive Assembly
since i ts  format ion in  1963,  th is  14th
elect ion could  be a  year  where we can
witness  h istory .  
(East Mojo, 21st February 2023.)
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Only 4 Women Among 183 Candidates

For 59 Seats In Nagaland Elections
In poll-bound Nagaland, where nearly half of registered
voters (49.79 per cent) are women, only four out of 184
candidates in the fray this time are women
(WWW.deccanherald.com)

 

Women Contestants for the 2023 Nagaland Assembly
Elections
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 2nd Dialogue of the Series held on
30th April 26, 2022, at 6.30pm. 

UIAF. CRD 10/WAC-23: 
ANTHROPOLOGY OF GENDER AND WOMEN’S

STUDIES

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 2ND WEBINAR

THEME: 
GENDER AND POLITICS: NARRATIVES FROM THE

NORTHEAST INDIA
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DIRECTOR OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
GOVT. OF NAGALAND

EMAIL-ID:ANUNGLAAIER@GMAIL.COM

 P R O F .  A N U N G L A  A I E R  ( R E T D . )

Bio-note

Dr Anungla  Aier  -  M.A,  Ph.D.  Anthropology,  ret ired as
the Director  of  Higher Educat ion Govt  of  Nagaland;
taught  Anthropology in  Kohima Science Col lege
(Autonomous P.G Col lege)  and served as  the pr incipal
of  the same col lege.  She a lso  worked as  the f irst
Director  of  Women Study Centre ,  Nagaland Univers i ty .
She has  carr ied out  extensive f ie ld  research among the
Nagas and has  publ ished two books on cul tural  s tudies
and several  research art ic les  on women’s  l ives  in  Naga
society .  She was conferred prest ig ious  Dr .  Panchanan
Mitra award for  2019 given by the The Asiat ic  Society ,
Kolkatta .  Her  major  research areas are Folk lore ,
Customary Laws,  and Gender studies

Dialogue Co-Ordinator: 

CONCEPT NOTE
Pol i t ics  is  not  just  about  power but  about  re lat ionships  among the members  of  any socia l
inst i tut ion .  The focus on pol i t ics  is  seen as  a  process  of  cont inuous interact ion engaging with
a s igni f icant  category of  the members  of  the society .  Though Pol i t ics  in  i ts  bas ic  phi losophical
sense is  examined through the scrut iny of  ideologies ;  with  the prominence of  feminism,  gender
relat ions  have emerged as  an extremely important  aspect  of  th is  scrut iny and feminist  debate
is  a  crucia l  aspect  towards the understanding of  the p lay of  power and pol i t ics  that  impacts
not  only  individual  l ives  but  a lso  determines the d irect ion of  societa l  growth and development .  
One of  the most  mot ivat ing and fundamental  force in  socia l  l i fe  is  the interpersonal  power.
The inst i tut ional  pol i t ics  that  represents  the contextual  and behavioural  manifestat ions  of  the
interpersonal  power frames ,  the most  fundamental  of  pol i t ica l  power re lat ionships .  Equal
part ic ipat ion of  women and men in  pol i t ics  is  therefore an important  condit ion for  effect ive
democracy and good governance.  Apart  from strengthening the democrat ic  system,  the
part ic ipat ion of  women in  pol i t ica l  decis ion making has  many posi t ive effects  on society that
can help  improve the l ives  of  men and women.  
This  Gender d ia logue on Gender and pol i t ics :  Narrat ives  from the Northeast  explores  the
corr idors  of  power and pol i t ics  through the lens  of  gender .  The gender d ia logue wi l l  focus on ,
but  not  necessar i ly  restr icted to  explore gender-based restr ict ions  for  pol i t ica l  part ic ipat ion
in decis ion making.  There are cul ture and gender stereotypes that  enhance or  inhib i t  women
in pol i t ics .  Focus here is  on Feminist  movement  in  the Northeast  for  gender equal i ty  in
pol i t ics ,  emerging trends ,  and new developments  in  pol i t ics  and gender .

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY,

COTTON UNIVERSITY, ASSAM.
CHANDANASARMAS@YAHOO.IN

D R . C H A N D A N A  S A R M A  

Bio-note

Chandana Sarma is  Associate Professor in Anthropology,  Cotton
University ,  Assam. She completed her Masters from Gauhati
University ,  did M.Phi l  from Delhi  University and attained her PhD
from Gauhati  University .  She started her teaching career in
erstwhi le Cotton Col lege,  which later became a university .  
She is  teaching for  a lmost  20 years  in  the same inst i tut ion .
Her areas of  interest  inc lude Indigenous knowledge,  f ish ing
communit ies  and caste  studies .  Four students  have obtained
PhD under her  supervis ion .  She has a  dozen publ icat ions  in
both nat ional  and internat ional  journals  to  her  credi t .  She
has authored the book The Kaibartas  on the f ishing
community  of  Assam.  

Moderator

mailto:anunglaaier@gmail.com
mailto:chandanasarmas@yahoo.in
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PROFESSOR
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

NORTH-EASTERN HILL UNIVERSITY
SHILLONG

 QMARAK@GMAIL.COM

D R .  Q U E E N B A L A  M A R A K

Bio-note

DR.  QUEENBALA MARAK is  an anthropologist  by
training and experience and has  worked extensively
in  Northeast  Indian issues ,  speci f ica l ly  in  the areas of
prehistor ic  archaeology,  cul tural  her i tage,  and food.
She is  a  gold  medal l is t  in  BA (with  Honours  in
Anthropology)  from Cotton Col lege,  where she was
also the Best  Graduate ,  and a  gold  medal l is t  in  MA in
Anthropology from Gauhat i  Univers i ty .  She has
received several  academic  awards as  wel l  as  UGC-
JRF,  ICSSR Post-doctoral  in i t iat ion award,  and I IAS
Associateship .  She is  a  member of  several  advisory as
wel l  as  governing bodies  of  several  co l leges .  She is
a lso  member of  several  edi tor ia l  boards  of  reputed
journals ,  and reviewed papers  for  several  journals .
She has  so  far  successful ly  guided 8 students  on their
doctoral  theses .  

RESOURCE PERSONS

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE: WHO IS THE “NOKMA”? A DISCOURSE ON TRADITIONAL
LEADERSHIP OF THE GAROS

Amongst  the matr i l ineal  Garos ,  the nokma
(headman/chiefta in)  control led people ’s  behaviour ,
resource ut i l izat ion and the general  pol i t ica l  and
rel ig ious  domains .  They regulated behaviour  by
laying down norms,  d is tr ibuted land ( for
cul t ivat ion)  and usage of  other  resources ,  tr ied
cases  of  d ispute ,  and p layed a  ceremonial  ro le  in
various r i tuals  connected to  the vi l lage.  The
vi l lage leader ( i .e . ,  the nokma)  is  usual ly  seen to
be a  man;  however ,  i t  i s  by virtue of  h is  marr iage
to the inheri tress  that  he “wields”  power.  This
paper wi l l  shed l ight  on the d iscourses
surrounding the gendered quest ion of  leadership ,
how leadership  is  at ta ined and maintained,  who
holds  the decis ion-making power and f inal ly  the
status  that  women hold  in  such a  system.

Dr.  Marak has  5  books to  her  credi t ,  and over 60 research papers  in  peer-reviewed journals ,  as  wel l  as  over
40 contr ibut ions  to  edi ted volumes.  She has  completed 7  research projects  funded by Nat ional  agencies ,  and
at  present ,  she is  involved with  an NEC-funded project  on Verr ier  E lwin .  She is  current ly  serving as
Professor  in  the Department  of  Anthropology,  North-Eastern Hi l l  Univers i ty ,  Shi l long.

A GARO WOMAN IMAGE
SOURCE - WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

mailto:qmarak@gmail.com
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FREELANCE JOURNALIST 
SHILLONG

LINDACHHAKCHHUAK@GMAIL.COM

M S .  L I N D A  C H A K C H A U K

Women in  the tr ibes  of  North east  India  have struggled over the past  decades to  overcome the
highly  restr ict ive tradi t ions  they were born into .  There have been some successful  movements
such as  in  Mizoram where col lect ives  of  women succeeded in  gaining some r ights  of  inheri tance
for  women among other  gains .  In  Nagaland i t  has  taken a  Supreme Court  ru l ing to  g ive women
their  r ight  to  part ic ipate  in  the local  munic ipal  counci ls .  In  other  states  l ike matr i l ineal
Meghalaya women are chal lenged by the move to  str ip  them of  their  age-old  matr i l ineal  l ineage
rights .

Bio-note
Linda Chhakchhuak is  an independent  journal is t  and
publ ic  researcher ,  based in  Shi l long,  Meghalaya.  She
did  her  MA in  Socia l  Anthropology,  from North
Eastern Hi l l  Univers i ty ,  Shi l long.  She hai ls  from
Mizoram but  now works from Shi l long.  She is  one of
the Founders  of  Grassroots  Opt ions ,  a  magazine on
people ,  environment  and development ,  publ ished
from Shi l long s ince 1994.  (GO is  current ly  being
restructured)
Worked and wrote at  var ious  points  of  t ime for
several  media  houses ,  over  the last  26 years  start ing
from Northeast  Post ,  Pateng Mynta (Khasi ) ,  Mawphor
(Khasi ) ,  Senhri  (MIzo) ,  Meghalaya Guardian,  The
Northeast  T imes ,  The Telegraph,  The Times of  India ,
The Sent inel ,  The Assam Tribune,  etc .  as  wel l  as
freelanced for  several  news agencies  and other
media organizat ions  and wri t ten/wri te  for  several
onl ine news-si tes .  

Consul tancy studies  and works done for  several  organizat ions  over the years  inc luding OXFAM, ICIMOD,
Asian Inst i tute  of  Technology,  Human Rights  Watch ,  Zurich Univers i ty  etc  and for  several  organizat ions  in
the north eastern region.

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE -TRADITIONALISM ENTRENCHED IN 'MODERNITY'

mailto:lindachhakchhuak@gmail.com
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HOD, DEPT OF LAW, 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, 

RAJIV GANDHI UNIVERSITY 
ARUNACHAL PRADESH.

EMAIL.TOPI.BASAR@RGU.AC.IN

D R .  T O P I  B A S A R

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY, NAGALAND

UNIVERSITY

D R .  T I A S U N E P

Bio-note

Dr.  Topi  Basar  (HoD) ,  Associate  Professor ,
Department  of  Law,  Raj iv  Gandhi  Univers i ty ,
Arunachal  Pradesh,  received her  Ph.D.  from Delhi
Univers i ty  in  2011  and a lso  completed her  graduat ion
and postgraduat ion from Delhi  Univers i ty .  Her
profess ional  career  a lso  started from the Department
of  Laws,  Delhi  Univeristy  in  2005 as  Ass istant
Lecturer  and served there t i l l  the end of  Apri l  2015.
She then moved to  Raj iv  Gandhi  Nat ional  Univers i ty
and is  serving there current ly  as  Associate  Professor .
She was the f irst  person to  receive degrees of  LL .M
and Ph.D.  in  Law from Arunachal  Pradesh.  In  2020,
she was g iven Pushpangadan Access  and benef i t
sharing award f ie ld  of  IPR,  b io logical  d ivers i ty  and
tr ibal  welfare .  

She was Nominated Observer /  Representat ive of  Indigenous local  Communit ies  (TK issues)  of  Arunachal
Pradesh by the former Hon’b le  Chief  Minister  Dorjee Khandu.  She has  vast  administrat ive experience and
has served on several  regional  and nat ional  committees .  

The states  of  North East  India  have a lways experienced some or  the other  k inds  of
discr iminat ion as  compared to  the rest  of  India .  The women of  North East  India  p lay a  crucia l
ro le  in  var ious domains  of  l i fe ,  from being in  the workforce ,  to  land cul t ivators  and producers ,
house makers ,  running smal l  scale  businesses ,  and so on.  St i l l  the respect ,  autonomy,  freedom,
and value of  women are a  grey area and very quest ionable .  Government  Pol ic ies  and shi f t  in
patr iarchal  trends g ive some hope for  a  better  future of  women of  North East .  I s  i t  adequate?
The presentat ion a ims to  explore the status  of  women in  North East  India .  Argument  exclus ion
of  women from pol i t ica l  power is  a  b ig  h indrance to  women's  empowerment .

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE - STATUS OF WOMEN IN POLITICS IN NORTHEAST INDIA

Bio-note
P.hD from Delhi  Univers i ty  In  Prehistor ic
archaeology.  Serving as  Ass istant  Professor ,
Department  of  Anthropology,  Nagaland Univers i ty .
Current  research:  Inf luence of  cul ture on economy,
etymology of  Ao Naga language.

mailto:email.topi.basar@rgu.ac.in
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ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY.

PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY, PUDUCHERRY –
60501

VALZ2203@GMAIL.COM

D R .  V A L E R I E  D K H A R  

Bio-note

Dr.  Valer ie  Dkhar ,  i s  an Ass istant  Professor  in  the
Department  of  Anthropology,  Pondicherry Univers i ty .
She is  a  cul tural  anthropologist  specia l iz ing in
ecological  anthropology with  a  Ph.D.  from North-
Eastern Hi l l  Univers i ty ,  Shi l long,  India .  With  over 15
years  of  teaching and research experience,  she has
several  publ icat ions  to  her  credent ia ls  and is  a
member of  var ious  profess ional  bodies .  She has
part ic ipated and presented papers  in  many
conferences and seminars .  Her  research interest  l ies
in  understanding the dynamics  between cul ture ,
ecology,  and economics ,  natural  resource
management ,  sacred natural  s i tes ,  and tradi t ional
ecological  knowledge.  

 The common opinion of  the people  of  Nagaland is  that  women’s  part ic ipat ion in  matters  re lated
to pol i t ics  is  minuscule .  In  l ine with  the opinion is  the stat is t ics  of  male :  female ( 100%:  0%)
distr ibut ion in  Nagaland’s  Members  of  Legis lat ive Assembly .  I t  i s  argued that  three e lements
i .e . ,  C irc le  of  ident i ty ,  Vi l lage pol i ty  and the ro le  of  Government  in  Nagaland expla in  the why of
such dispari ty  in  representat ion .

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE - ROOTED IN CULTURE: REFLECTION ON WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS IN NAGALAND.

The Khasi  society ,  renowned for  i ts  matr i l iny ,  i s  perhaps in  the cusp of  change.  Age-old
tradi t ions  are being quest ioned and contested on grounds of  gender equity .  Oddly enough,
especia l ly  in  the context  of  a  society  that  inherent ly  traces  i ts  l ineage and inheri tance from
the matr i l ine ,  women have no act ive ro le  or  part ic ipat ion in  tradi t ional  pol i ty .  And therefore ,
today they are quest ioning the very p i l lars  that  have shouldered the society for  centur ies .  This
is  evident  from the latest  debates  and on-going d iscuss ions  on the absence of  women’s  voices
in  the ‘durbar ’ ,  the sacrosanct  v i l lage counci l  of  the khasis .  This  paper explores  the tradi t ional
khasi  pol i ty  and the quest ion of  women’s  representat ion therein .  

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE - GENDER, MATRILINY AND TRADITIONAL KHASI POLITY:
CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

mailto:valz2203@gmail.com
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RESEARCH FELLOW
AMBEDKAR UNIVERSITY 

NEW DELHI 

J A S O D H R A  B O R T H A K U R

 The common opinion of  the people  of  Nagaland is  that  women’s  part ic ipat ion in  matters  re lated
to pol i t ics  is  minuscule .  In  l ine with  the opinion is  the stat is t ics  of  male :  female ( 100%:  0%)
distr ibut ion in  Nagaland’s  Members  of  Legis lat ive Assembly .  I t  i s  argued that  three e lements
i .e . ,  C irc le  of  ident i ty ,  Vi l lage pol i ty  and the ro le  of  Government  in  Nagaland expla in  the why of
such dispari ty  in  representat ion .

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE - ROOTED IN CULTURE: REFLECTION ON WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS IN NAGALAND.

I t  wi l l  a lso  focus on the various ways in  which a  Karbi  woman or  sangpi  is  e i ther  involved in  or
excluded from decis ion-making processes  within  the household ,  and community  pertaining
l ivel ihood act iv i t ies ,  shar ing of  responsib i l i t ies ,  aspirat ions  for  land ownership ,  development ,
pol i t ica l  involvement ,  and everyday l ives .  This  is  an empir ica l ,  qual i tat ive ,  exploratory open-
ended presentat ion which examines the factors  affect ing gendered sharing of  power in
household ,  community ,  and pol i ty  by document ing qual i tat ive narrat ives  from women across  s ix
administrat ive (development  b locks)  of  West  and East  Karbi  Anglong in  2017 ,  2020,  2021 ,  2022
wherein they recount  their  experiences .

ABSTRACT
 

TITLE - ROLE OF WOMEN IN POLITICS
AND ECONOMY: NARRATIVES FROM KARBI

ANGLONG, ASSAM

This  presentat ion is  part  of  an ongoing PhD
research t i t led Indigenous Narrat ives  on Land,
Autonomy,  and Development  from Karbi  Anglong,
Assam.  I t  wi l l  focus  on f ie ld  narrat ives  on the ro le
of  Karbi  women in  subsistence economy and impact
of  development  on gendered occupat ional
re lat ionships  in  the region i .e . ,  sh i f ts  in  tradi t ional
ro les  to  new emerging workplaces .
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Agency of  women in  the pol i t ica l  arena demands a  cogent  and comprehensive understanding of
factors  that  have restrained upfront  recognit ion of  women’s  contr ibut ions  to  processes  of
pol i t ica l  negot iat ions .  
In  th is  d ia logue,  we attempt  to  evolve a  perspect ive on effect ive ro le  that  agency of  women has
played and the space that  is  cul tural ly  denied to  them in  a  pol i t ica l ly ,  soc ia l ly ,  and highly
diverse and complex region of  the Northeast  India .  There is  a  large body of  evidence to  suggest
that  agency of  women in  a l l  the northeast  s tates  has  shown immense capabi l i ty  for
manoeuvring pol i t ica l  negot iat ions .  But  these efforts  have not  been wel l  documented except  for
Manipur .  S igni f icant  contr ibut ions  made by women’s  agency in  Nagaland,  Mizoram and
Meghalaya are rarely  acknowledged or  debated in  the mainstream media .
Histor ic  ro le-played by women’s  organizat ions  of  the Northeast  in  the f ight  against  the colonia l
rule  from 1891  to  1947 and women’s  war against  co lonia l  repress ion and explo i tat ion in  1904
and 1938 in  Manipur are part  of  the nat ional  h is tory .  S imi lar ly ,  agency of  women represented
by Rano M.  Shazia  founder of  NMA (nat ional  mothers  associat ion)  in  the 1960’s  in  Nagaland,  is
representat ive of  the momentous ro le  p layed by a  woman act iv ist  from the state  in  br inging
about  Naga Peace accord.  
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Agency of  women in  the pol i t ica l  arena demands a  cogent  and
comprehensive understanding of  factors  that  have restrained
upfront  recognit ion of  women’s  contr ibut ions  to  processes  of
pol i t ica l  negot iat ions .  In  th is  d ia logue,  we attempt  to  evolve
a perspect ive on effect ive ro le  that  agency of  women has
played and the space that  is  cul tural ly  denied to  them in  a
pol i t ica l ly ,  soc ia l ly ,  and highly  d iverse and complex region of
the Northeast  India .  There is  a  large body of  evidence to
suggest  that  agency of  women in  a l l  the northeast  s tates  has
shown immense capabi l i ty  for  manoeuvring pol i t ica l
negot iat ions .  But  these efforts  have not  been wel l
documented except  for  Manipur .  

S igni f icant  contr ibut ions  made by women’s  agency in  Nagaland,  Mizoram and Meghalaya are
rarely  acknowledged or  debated in  the mainstream media .  Histor ic  ro le-played by women’s
organizat ions  of  the Northeast  in  the f ight  against  the colonia l  ru le  from 1891  to  1947 and
women’s  war against  co lonia l  repress ion and explo i tat ion in  1904 and 1938 in  Manipur are part
of  the nat ional  h is tory .  S imi lar ly ,  agency of  women represented by Rano M.  Shazia  founder of
NMA (nat ional  mothers  associat ion)  in  the 1960’s  in  Nagaland,  is  representat ive of  the
momentous ro le  p layed by a  woman act iv ist  from the state  in  br inging about  Naga Peace accord.

R A N O  M .  S H A Z I A  
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I R O M  S H A R M I L A  

Results  from three assembly e lect ions  held  in
February 2018 from the region are a lso  not
encouraging.  F ive women contested in  2018
assembly e lect ions  from Nagaland,  and they a l l
lost .  These resul ts  cont inue to  paint  a  s tark
picture of  women’s  marginal izat ion in  the e lectoral
pol i t ics  in  the northeast .  Wel l  documented
stat is t ica l  report  on the websi te  scrol l . in
documents  women’s  des ire  to  become act ive
part ic ipants  in  e lectoral  processes  but  are vis ib ly
constrained.  
Assam remains  the only  state  in  the region that
ever had a  woman Chief  minister  Syeda Anuwara
Taimur way back in  1980.  

However ,  tumult  h is tory of  pol i t ica l  unrest  in  northeast  India  af ter  independence and
attent ion that  women’s  part ic ipat ion brought  to  i t  has  received some attent ion .  
A quick g lance at  the pol i t ica l  landscape suggests  that  equal i ty  in  gender representat ion in
this  region has  remained a  far  cry .  This  is  indeed surpr is ing as  both gender and l i teracy rat io
in  some of  these states  is  e i ther  at  par  or  even better  than men.  Meghalaya has  more women
than men,  but  i t  was only  in  2008,  Agatha Sangma became the f irst  woman member of  the Lok
Sabha.  In  2013,  Wansuk Syiem was the f irst  woman from the state  to  become a member of  the
Rajya Sabha.  There are now three women ministers  out  of  f ive e lected women members  in  a
60-member current  assembly .  
In  2016,  there were only  28 women legis latures  out  of  a  tota l  of  518 legis latures  from eight
north-eastern states  and there are only  two women representat ives  out  of  25 from the region
in the present  Lok Sabha and only  three in  the current  Rajya Sabha (The wire . in  accessed on
21 .03.18) .  
In  2016,  there were only  28 women legis latures  out  of  a  tota l  of  518 legis latures  from eight
north-eastern states  and there are only  two women representat ives  out  of  25 from the region
in the present  Lok Sabha and only  three in  the current  Rajya Sabha (The wire . in  accessed on
21 .03.18) .  

On my last  v is i t  to  Meghalaya on (25th February 2018) ,  I  heard local  women academics  and
act iv ists  debat ing voci ferously  that  th is  t ime they may have a  woman Chief  minister  but  af ter
the resul ts  were declared,  long t ime pol i t ic ian Agatha Sangma of  the NPPP was e lected MLA
from the matr i l ineal  s tate  of  Meghalaya but  her  brother  Conard Sangma was made the chief
Minister .  Complexi t ies  of  legis lat ions ,  customary laws of  d i f ferent  communit ies  in  var ious states
add to  the intr icacies  of  comprehending pol i t ica l  agency of  the women in  the region.  I t  i s  th is
diabol ica l  s tate  of  af fa ir  that  was d iscussed by various part ic ipants  in  the 2nd webinar .  

ONLY WOMAN CHIEF-MINSTER FROM THE
NORTH-EAST

S Y E D A  A N U W A R A  T A I M U R

She remained on fast  for  the removal  of  AFSPA for
nearly  s ixteen years .  But  the day she broke her  fast ,
and decided to  have a  fami ly  and contest  e lect ions ,  she
faded from publ ic  memory.  I f  I  recal l ,  not  only  that  she
lost  the e lect ions ,  but  a lso  lost  her  securi ty  deposi t .  The
state  keeps assuring about  the removal  of  AFSPA from
the Northeast ,  but  no one ment ioned a  word about  the
woman who spearheaded th is  campaign.
There are sporadic  references to  women’s  engagement
in  pol i t ics  from other  states  of  the Northeast ,  but  I  am
yet  to  trace any extensive study that  presents  a
comprehensive account  of  the ro le  p layed by women’s
agency in  postcolonia l  northeast  India .  
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State of  a l ienat ion of  women in  the pol i t ics  of  the Northeast  is  s tr ik ing .  Discussants
part ic ipat ing in  the 2nd Gender d ia logue endorsed these observat ions .  Topi  Basar  (Professor
of  Law)  from Arunachal  Pradesh argued,  “Northeast  could  boast  of  treat ing women better  than
other  states .  They p lay a  key ro le  in  every aspect  of  society  in  economy in  cul ture and as
act iv ist  but  are not  v is ib le  in  the arena of  pol i t ics” .  

Linda ,  Journal is t ,  act iv ist  anthropologist ,  in  her  comments  d iscussed how women in  Mizoram
started ta lk ing about  their  suffer ings  af ter  Christ iani ty  came to  the state .  She highl ighted:
“ In1946,  women formed an organizat ion that  could  change customary laws and in  2014
succeeded in  br inging women’s  inheri tance and divorce law.  They a lso  managed to  get  33%
reservat ion for  women in  local  bodies ,  but  women were made to  contest  from const i tuencies
against  other  women defeat ing the purpose of  the reform.  Women in  the northeast  are not
wi l l ing to  face the chal lenge of  being in  the pol i t ics  because of  lack of  capi ta l” .  

COMPILED BY THE MODERATOR
DR. CHANDANA SAMRA 

WEBINAR SUMMARY

Dr.  Tiasunep ,  f rom Nagaland focused on absence of  women members  in  the state  legis lature .
He regretted that  there is  not  a  s ingle  woman in  the Nagaland State  assembly .  Complex
l inkage between vi l lage and ident i ty  that  is  heavi ly  invested in  winning every e lectoral  batt le
would not  a l low women to  part ic ipate  in  the decis ion-making process  for  se lect ing a  candidate
to  contest  People  who have moved out  of  their  v i l lages  for  profess ional  commitments  would
return to  the vi l lages  to  part ic ipate  in  decid ing the candidates  but  women l iv ing in  the
vi l lages are not  a l lowed to  part ic ipate  in  these meet ings .  Everyone knows about  women’s
al ienat ion ,  but  no one is  wi l l ing to  ta lk  about  i t .  

Professor Queenbala  in  a  fasc inat ing study of  tradi t ional  inst i tut ion of  Nokma that
hypothet ica l ly  grants  power to  a  woman in  a  tradi t ional  Garo matr i l iny socia l  set  up is  Gender
neutral .  Tradi t ional  meaning of  Nokma is  house and epistemological ly  speaking i t  belongs to  a
woman,  but  the power remains  with  the man.  Cul tural  presence of  these ambigui t ies  fac i l i tates
marginal izat ion of  women in  contemporary pol i t ics .  

Dr.  Valerie  Dkhar  a lso  d iscussed cul tural  marginal izat ion of  women in  matr i l ineal  tradi t ional
Khasi  pol i ty .  She e laborated how absence of  women’s  voices  form Khasi  Darbar are being
contested today.  Pol i t ica l  domain remains  exclus ive to  men.  Chief  is  k ing and even in  the
Harvest  fest ival ,  Chief ’s  s is ter ’s  ro le  is  only  advisory .  Autonomous Vi l lage counci l  (Darbar)  is
vested with  a l l  the powers .  I t  has  freedom to  so lve cases  according to  customary pract ises .
But  women are banned from attending any Darbar .  Women’s  opinion is  taken by men and is
taken as  the decis ion of  the matr ic lan .

In  the last  presentat ion research fe l low Yashodhra  a lso  ta lked about  re lat ive invis ib i l i ty  of
women in  act ive pol i t ics  in  a  s tate  that  had a  woman Chief-Minister  in  the past .  She c i ted
narrat ives  form her  research study among the Karbi  Anglong-indigenous community  res id ing
in Assam.  Some of  her  woman study part ic ipants  were act ive in  pol i t ics  ear l ier  but  had to  g ive
i t  up because of  pr imary responsib i l i ty  of  fami ly  and involvement  with  agr icul tural  act iv i ty .
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Dr.  Anungula Aier ,  Co-Ordinator and  sp ir i t  behind organis ing th is  2nd dia logue on Gender
and Pol i t ics :  Narrat ives  from the North-east  in  her  concept  note and statement  apt ly
summarised the problemat ic  to  be power and socia l  re lat ions  among members  of  any
inst i tut ion .  She asserted importance of  “Equal  part ic ipat ion of  women and men in  pol i t ics  as  an
important  condit ion for  effect ive democracy and good governance.  Apart  from strengthening
the democrat ic  system,  the part ic ipat ion of  women in  pol i t ica l  decis ion making has  many
posi t ive effects  on society that  can help  improve the l ives  of  men and women”.  Through th is
dia logue we attempt  to  “explore the corr idors  of  power and pol i t ics  through the lens  of
gender .  The gender d ia logue wi l l  focus on ,  but  not  necessar i ly  restr icted to  explore gender-
based restr ict ions  for  pol i t ica l  part ic ipat ion in  decis ion making.  There are cul ture and gender
stereotypes that  enhance or  inhib i t  women in  pol i t ics .  Focus here is  on Feminist  movement in
the Northeast  for  gender equal i ty  in  pol i t ics ,  emerging trends,  and new developments in
pol i t ics  and gender.”

Prof .  Aier ’s  v ison in  host ing th is  d ia logue fami l iar ised us  with  subt le  though s low
transformat ions  that  are impact ing pol i t ica l  landscape of  the North-east .  We understand that
cul tural  embargoes are major  deterrents  to  women’s  part ic ipat ion .  High levels  of  l i teracy and
equity  in  gender rat io  has  not  empowered women to  have substant ive pol i t ica l  representat ion
in e lectoral  pol i t ics .  Reservat ions  and legis lat ions  have a lso  not  been able  to  g ive desired
momentum.  The only  effect ive instrumental i ty  is  s trengthening of  women’s  agency and to
ensure better  pol i t ica l  and socia l  support  to  break rooted hegemonies .  
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